
 

Technology in  
the Spotlight… Data Export 

 
 

Making Data Available 
Report content, either raw data or calculations, can be 
made accessible to a larger audience by using the 
XLReporter data export feature. 
 
Some examples of this feature include the storing of 
report values to a database for long term archiving, saving 
data to text files or sending them back to the process 
equipment. 
 
Exporting to a Database 
XLReporter can take data from cells in a report 
workbook and export them to any relational database.  
This can be very useful for storing summary calculations 
so that they can be used in other locations without the 
need to perform any further processing. 
 
For example, suppose a daily report is created from 
hourly readings from a real time server.  At the end of the 
day, the daily totals can be exported to a database so that 
the monthly report can be easily produced. 
 
The general procedure for database export is as follows. 
Start by developing your template and making 
connections that represent hourly samples (group 1).  
Include daily totals using standard Excel functions. 
 

 
The Daily Report 

 
Complete the template by indicating that the totals should 
be exported to a database.  This is done using a 
management connection (group 2). 

 
Using the scheduler, add values to the report every hour 
(by updating group 1).  At the end of the day, store the 
summary totals to the database (by updating group 2). 
 
Producing a monthly report is just a simple matter of 
getting the information from the database.  Set up a 
database group to retrieve the daily summary values 
logged to the database.  If, in the future, a quarterly or 
yearly report is needed, then no further configuration is 
required because the data has already been stored. 
 
Going one step further, you could even set up an 
interactive report were a user could enter a time period 
and see all the daily totals over that time. 
 
Exporting to the Process 
Any value in the report can be written back to a tag in 
your real time server.  Using this feature, you can 
implement a solution that can acknowledge that the report 
has been generated. 
 
With an acknowledgement in place, if for some reason the 
report did not run, immediate action can be taken. 
 
Exporting to a File 
An entire report worksheet can be exported to a text or a 
CSV file format.  This can be very useful because there 
are plenty of other third party applications that can take 
advantage of files in these formats. 
 
Exporting to a Function 
Values in the report can be written to XLReporter 
variables.  These functions can be used in many different 
areas. 
 
For example, since functions can be configured as data 
connections, they can be used as a mechanism to transfer 
information from one report to another.  They can also be 
used as parameters in a history group or database group. 
 
 
 
SyTech, “The Report Company”, develops software for 
reporting and database management systems. 
 
Get your evaluation copy at 
www.TheReportCompany.com and solve your reporting 
problems today! 
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